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quence of the uneasiness which you feel. Every man who
attacks my belief, diminishes in some degree my confidence
in it, and therefore makes me uneasy; and I am angry with
him who makes me uneasy.5 MURRAY. 'It seems to me that
we are not angry at a man for controverting an opinion
which we believe and value; we rather pity him.' JOHNSON.
'Why, Sir; to be sure when you wish a man to have that
belief which you think is of infinite advantage, you wish well
to him; but your primary consideration is your own quiet.
If a madman were to come into this room with a stick in his
hand, no doubt we should pity the state of his mind; but our
primary consideration would be to take care of ourselves. We
should knock him down first, and pity him afterwards. No,
Sir; every man will dispute with great good humour upon a
subject in which he is not interested. I will dispute very
calmly upon the probability of another man's son being
hanged; but if a man zealously enforces the probability that
my own son will be hanged, I shall certainly not be in a very
good humour with him.' MURRAY. 'But, Sir, truth will
always bear an examination.' JOHNSON. ^Yes, Sir, but it is
painful to be forced to defend it. Consider, Sir, how should
you like, though conscious of your innocence, to be tried be-
fore a jury for a capital crime, once a week.'
Mr Thrale called upon him, and appeared to bear the loss
of his son with a manly composure. There was no affectation
about him; and he talked, as usual, upon indifferent sub-
jects. He seemed to me to hesitate as to the intended Italian
tour, on which, I flattered myself, he and Mrs Thrale and
Dr Johnson were soon to set out; and, therefore, I pressed
it as much as I could.
When I expressed an earnest wish for his remarks on Italy,
he said, CI do not see that I could make a book upon Italy;
yet I should be glad to get two hundred pounds, or five hun-
dred pounds, by such a work.' This shewed both that a jour-
nal of his Tour upon the Continent was not wholly out of his
contemplation, and that he uniformly adhered to that
strange opinion, which his indolent disposition made him
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